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three tolas of opium and five seers of poppy-heads, except in a portion of Thar and Parkar District on the east of the Nara Canal, where the limit for private possession is ten tolas. The revenue from opium fluctuates with the price of labour, the character of the harvest, and the general condition of the classes addicted to the use of it.
Excise revenue in Sind includes receipts on account of country liquor, intoxicating drugs other than opium, foreign imported liquors, and toddy. Country liquor is either mahua spirit, obtained from distilleries at Uran near Bombay, or molasses spirit from a central distillery at Kotri in Hyderabad District. Licences for distillation are granted to persons chosen by Government, who pay an annual fee of R. r per gallon of the capacity of their stills. A few wholesale licences are granted free of charge, while the retail traders, selected by the Collector or Deputy-Commissioner for each District, pay licence fees varying from Rs. 500 in Karachi town to Rs. 6 in rural areas. The trade in intoxicating drugs, namely bhang, charas, and ganja, is regulated by the Bombay Abkari Act. The cultivation of hemp under licence is restricted to Deho Yakubani and Bubak in Lark ana District, the bhang produced being stored in a central warehouse at Bubak, whence the retail and wholesale dealers are supplied. Ganja is usually obtained from Panvel in the Kolaba District of Bombay, and charas from the Government warehouse at Amritsar in the Punjab. A quantitative duty is levied of R. i per seer on bhang, Rs. 6 per seer on charas, and Rs. 5 per seer on gdnja, the retail licences for each shop being sold by auction every year. Government regulates the maximum daily quantity which may be purchased by one person.
The excise revenue from foreign liquors is derived from licences for the right of sale, which are of three kinds: importers' licences, granted only in Karachi town to large firms for the sale of not less than 2 gallons at a time; wholesale licences, at fees varying from Rs. 25 to Rs. 250, for the sale of not less than one pint at a time \ and retail licences, which permit unrestricted sale on payment of fees ranging from Rs. 500 to Rs. 700. Rum and malt liquor manufactured by the Murree Brewery Company at Quetta are treated as foreign spirit, and are sold only in the towns of Karachi, Hyderabad, and Sukkur. The consumption of toddy is very small, there being only nine shops in Sind authorized to sell it. The incidence of excise revenue per head of population was 2 annas in 1881, 4-4 annas in 1891, and 5-4 annas in 1901. Imports of foreign liquor rose from 264,000 gallons in 1887-8 to 488,000 gallons in 1890-1, 538,000 in 1900-1, and 601,000 in 1903-4. The average net revenue from country liquor and intoxicating drugs rose from 3^ to 5 lakhs and from Rs. 84,000 to 1-3 lakhs, respectively, during the decade ending 1890, and to nearly 8 lakhs and 2.7 lakhs during the following decade, the